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indexed. Not illustrated. 1806 Excerpt: the instance of such a character as Lord Mansfield; a man, who, when |
call your attention to what your friend Mr. Burke has said of him, | think must create some blush in your face,
that you should have adduced such a character as an example worthy of establishing as a precedent for the
vesting any man with a power, incompatible with the true principles of the British constitution, and dangerous
to the liberty of the subject. Alluding to Lord Mansfield, Mr. Burke says, It is really singular that a man in the cool
decline of life, bred through the whole course of it in a profession of peace, a civil magistrate, a judge, covered
to the chin with the judicial purple and bloodless unspotted ermines, should be distinguished above all others
for a character of hazard and desperateness in his counsels! Lord Mansfield s politics always stand upon a
precipice. Are these the characters, gracious God! worthy of the encomium of the patriot Charles James Fox,
and the once-distinguished advocate for the rights of the people, Thomas Erskine? If such precedents, as
applying to the individual question before us, have never been controverted, it only appears that they have not
yet been constitutionally disputed. Hitherto they have been precedents fragili quterens illidere dantem, hut now
they become offendet solido. This ridiculous talk of precedent upon such a subject, and quoted by such men, to
answer the purposes of office, is shocking to the first...
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