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Cox, of Ohio, Delivered in the House of Representatives, January 14, 1861 In such a time, the bitter crimination
and vain threats and insults of party and of sections are out of place. They should not turn the people of the
North from doing their whole duty to the South; nor the South from a more deliberate review of its past, and a
more prudential view of its perilous future. No man has the right to say or do aught that will further exasperate
the public sentiment of the South. No good man in the North can oppose any measure of honorable recession
from wrong. | cannot speak of South Carolina in the tone and temper of some. She has been a part of our
national life. Her blood is in our veins; her Marions, Sumters, and Pinckneys are ours. Eutaw, Cowpens, and
Camden; are they not a part of that glory, which no more can be separated from the Union than the dawn
from the sun? Whatever may be our indignation against her, or our duty to ourselves, let us remember that
public sentiment is not to be reached by threat or denunciation. Our Government depends for its execution on
public sentiment. To that sentiment alone, in its calmer mood, are we to look for a restoration of a better
feeling. When that feeling comes, it will be hailed like the sea-bird which visited the sea-tossed caraval of
Columbus as the harbinger of a firm-set footing beyond. Other facts of a similar perilous character will soon
transpire. Georgia, Texas, and Louisiana will assuredly follow the erratic...
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