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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) was enacted on March 27, 2002 as P. L.
107-155. It passed the House on February 14, 2002, as H. R. 2356 (Shays-Meehan), by a 240-189 vote. Its
companion measure, on which it was largely based, had initially been passed by the Senate in 2001 as S. 27
(McCain-Feingold). On March 20, 2002, however, the Senate approved the House-passed H. R. 2356 by a 60-40
vote, thus avoiding a conference to reconcile differences between S. 27 and H. R. 2356. A series of technical
amendments to the bill was passed later that day by the House, in the form of H. Con. Res. 361, which directed
the Clerk of the House to make specified corrections in the enrolled H. R. 2356. The Senate approved the
concurrent resolution on March 22, thus clearing the measure for the President. The two primary features of P.
L. 107-155 are restrictions on party soft money and issue advocacy. First, the new Act generally bans the raising
of soft money by national parties and federal candidates or officials and restricts soft money spending by state
parties on what the Act defines as federal election activities. The Act does, however, allow for some use of soft . .
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