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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Timber Physics: Preliminary Report Scientific
research is satisfied with its results without any reference to their practical application. Increase of knowledge is
its self sufficient aim. Whether this may in the end bring us an increase of power to control natures forces or to
utilize them to better advantage is not the concern of science, and yet all increase of this power has come
directly or indirectly from such scientific research. Acknowledgement of ignorance, then, from a scientific point
of view, is sufficient to establish the need of an investigation. From a practical and economic point of view,
however, it would still remain necessary to point out whether and why the need is a pressing one and what
direct benefits may be expected from such an investigation. It will be admitted by all who have to handle wood
in building, engineering, and manufacturing, that our knowledge regarding the properties of our various
timbers is just very satisfactory, and that while attempts more or less systematic have been made to determine
these properties, and knowledge gained from experience exists among those who have handled certain classes
of woods for certain purposes, there does not exist much reliable published information for general use. It is
also a well-known fact that from this ignorance of the value of our varied timber wealth, and its special
adaptation to particular uses, large quantities of valuable material have been wasted. Everybody is familiar
with the waste of our fine black walnut timber for fence rails, posts, and firewood. Until twelve or fifteen years
ago many million feet of hemlock were left to rot in the woods, after the bark had been...
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