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genre and form, with notions of cultural apocalypse and disaster. It is disputable when it starts (French
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bound concept (from 1890 to 1930) or a timeless one (including Lawrence Sterne, John Donne, William Blake,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge). The best focus remains a body of major writers: James, Conrad, Proust, Mann, Gide,
Kafka, Svevo, Joyce, Musil, Faulkner in fiction; Strindberg, Pirandello, Wedekind, Brecht in drama; Mallarmé,
Yeats, Eliot, Pound, Rilke, Stevens in poetry. Their works are aesthetically radical, contain striking technical
innovations, emphasise spatial and rhythmic as opposed to chronological relations, tend towards ironic modes.
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